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“We can’t wait for your final 35-minute speech in Latin tonight, Professor Haswell!”
“Yes, good luck with the Latin, Professor!”

“Oh, great!”, | thought. Professor Endo’s two-week-long joke was nearing its final stage. Having
heard | was a British Law School graduate, Seikei University’s program director had told everyone |
would be giving a closing address to the group in Latin, except, in the joke, the length of the speech
grew more formidable every day: first, it was five minutes, then ten, then 20 — by the time we
reached the afternoon of final Formal Hall, students, teachers and PAs were expecting something

akin a college commencement speech!

But, of course, you weren’t. When it
comes to Latin, the phrase barba tenus
sapientes best suits me (his wisdom
stops at his beard) — the joke was a
lighthearted way to help bring our
group together, a form of comedic team
building. Professor Endo, and his co-
conspirators (the course teachers and
PAs), knew that a shared in-joke is a
great way to bond a group together —
this is especially true in the UK!

This past summer was an excellent opportunity
to witness something | had never seen before:
students from my adopted country, Japan, positively
interacting as students with the country of my
birth. There were shared experiences: a sunny
hike to Grantchester (where we only got a little bit
lost), punting in boats down the river, a quiz night,
talent show, after-dinner billiard contests, meals,
and drinks. But, more importantly, in my opinion,
a real sense of sharing a unique experience of

intercultural communication.

And, so, in the spirit of sharing, and to make up for my final speech lacking anything in the way of the

promised Latin, this essay will hopefully refresh your memories of a wonderful experience.




Ars longa, vita brevis

When you arrive at the Pembroke Campus,
you cannot help but be struck by the
abundant history all around you. In fact,
the whole town appears ready to be
the location of a movie — you won’t be
surprised to learn many movies and TV
shows are made there. But, art is long,
and life so short: you had mere weeks to

make the most of your time in Cambridge.

| started every day bright and early, taking
a walk through the quiet street and alleys, enjoying the steepling beauty of King’s College,
the quiet old stone frontage of Christ’s College, and the verdant gardens of Corpus Christi.
Also, the beautiful paintings of Pembroke College’s dining hall, and the visages of the
past masters of the college, were striking — | couldn’t help but notice how the styles of art
changed through the centuries. | even found myself making back-stories for the people in
the paintings based on their expressions and what they were holding while | ate my toast
and yoghurt. Hopefully, you will carry memories of these timeless art pieces with you in

your memories.

Nemo mortalium omnibus horis sapit

The students who joined the KwS were all intelligent, bright, but, most importantly, eager
to learn more. However, by arriving at the university, nothing had been achieved, only
begun. The program offered a great opportunity to learn and grow, but only for those

who arrived ready to grasp that opportunity. We should remember that among mortals,

none are wise at all times. Even as a supervisor, | learned a great deal about art, history,

architecture, philosophy, and linguistics in a short space of time. As a university professor,
| like to think | have an inquisitive N" o ﬂ—"a
mind, but it can be difficult to find T i

opportunities to work outside your

field and broaden your knowledge

base. Sharing time with you, it became

apparent you had taken it upon

yourselves to go beyond what the

program offered and learned even more

for yourself — maintain this energetic

approach to your studies in your future 5

endeavors.




Ad hoc ergo propter hoc

It is a logical fallacy to believe just because one event follows another event, the previous
event was its cause: you had breakfast and then your friend was late for class; was this after

it therefore because of it? Almost certainly not: your friend’s late arrival to period two class

was not caused by your earlier fruit bowl and soup.

One cannot guarantee automatic improvement in your English language skills as a result
of your time in Cambridge. However, with your dedication to the courses, I’'m sure you
learned not just the skills themselves, but the confidence to apply them in your future use
of the language. The courses

in Cambridge alone cannot be

said to be the cause of your

language improvements, but

they were a step along the way

to you becoming a confident,

independent user of an

important tool of intercultural

communication.

And, so, to our final phrase, perhaps the simplest of all:

Acta non verba

We promise ourselves every day we will try a little

harder, do a little more, be a little better; we might

even say to others around us we will do a lot more to

improve. Nevertheless, regardless of what we might
promise, the only things that matter are deeds, not
words. No matter how much you promise yourself or
others, it is your actions from now which will define
how much you value your commitment to your

academic life and your future professional career.

| hope this essay has inspired some positive memories of our

time together in Cambridge. Who knows, you might have even

picked up a little Latin.

So, carpe diem, maybe even carpe vinum, and remember: we
were all part of a hard-working team.

| look forward to meeting you again in the future, both on
campus and in our future lives.

Chris Haswell
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Tuesday | Wednesday
19 20 21 22 23 24

‘ 8/18

PBFE Cambridge Class Started, Jesus College | Military Tatoo

Arrival @ Tour, Shakespeare Tour
Heathrow Language Festival,
Welcome Test, Game Night
Party First Formal Pub Crawl
Hall

25 26 27 28 29 30 31

Running, Meal Out at Cream Tea Talent Show! Football, All day free

Quiz Night Smoke Works Netball,
Karaoke Night

9/1 2 3 4 5 6 7

Grantchester Happy Shen 2nd Formal Game Night Cambridge
Punting Day! Hall, Botanic
Running, Disco night Garden
Cinema (BOP) Tour,
"Imitation Pub Crawl

Game"

Running, Farewell
Examination Departure
Final Formal from

Hall Heathrow
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2019 TEACHERS
English: Ms. Hilly, Ms. Juliet, Ms. Sue
Science at Cambridge: Dr. Paul
Art and Architecture: Mr. Will
Visual Arts in Britain: Mr. Richard

2019 PROGRAM ASSISTANTS
Ms. Selina
Ms. Maddie
Ms. Immie
Mr. Shen
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